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LEARNING TO DRIVE A STICK IN AN AUTOMATIC WORLD
by Dominic Lowe, LHS Principal

If you take a look out at that parking lot this evening, you’ll see a lot of cars with a lot of “smart” features. Sensors 
tell you when you’re dri[ ing out of your lane. Automaঞ c high beams fl ick on and off  so you don’t have to watch for 
oncoming drivers. Rain-sensing wipers respond before you even noঞ ce it’s sprinkling. These features are designed 
to be user-friendly, which o[ en means making sure you don’t have to think about what’s actually happening around 
you.

Everything is becoming automaঞ c. Algorithms choose our music, apps choose our routes, and technology promises 
to make life seamless. But as I stand here with you on the edge of whatever comes next, I want to argue for a 
diff erent kind of experience. Tonight, I want to talk to you about the beauty, the mechanics, and the necessity of 
learning to drive a sঞ ck shi[ .

Most people treat their lives the way they treat their car, like a black box. Press a pedal, and the car moves. Make 
a choice, life happens. They don’t care to understand how or why. But when you drive a manual transmission, that 
changes. You have to understand the mechanics. You have to know how the engine communicates with the driver, 
who responds by shi[ ing quickly and precisely. The driver becomes an integral part of the experience.

So here is my challenge to you: don’t be a passenger in a world you don’t understand. It’s easy to take things 
for granted: the food on our tables, the energy in our homes, the environment that sustains us. Lean into the 
discomfort of not knowing, and seek to understand. Keep learning. Keep quesঞ oning. Never accept things as they 
are simply because they’ve always been that way. Understand the mechanics of the world, ecological, poliঞ cal, and 
structural. Because when you understand how things actually work, you stop just occupying space. You unlock the 
ability to truly impact it, to change things for the be� er, and to leave this world a li� le richer than you found it.

Driving a sঞ ck shi[  also requires a specifi c kind of coordinaঞ on, a carefully choreographed dance between two feet 
and three pedals. To get moving, you have to fi nd the fricঞ on zone: the precise balance of leম  ng out the clutch 
while pressing the gas unঞ l the car begins to pull. That balance is the essence of a fulfi lled life. You will be told to 
go at all costs. But there is power in knowing when to fi nd the brake when the world starts moving too fast. There 
is wisdom in clutching in, disengaging from the noise and the constant connecঞ vity, and simply coasঞ ng for a 
moment. Peaceful. Free. Taking a risk doesn’t mean fl ooring it and hoping for the best. It means sensing the fricঞ on, 
engaging the gears with purpose, and staying fully present in the movement.

LEARNERS TODAY. LEADERS TOMORROW. RED ARROWS FOR LIFE.

Jarrett Vernon Smith, Valedictorian
Stanford University

GPA 4.521

Thomas James Judge, Salutatorian
Michigan State University

GPA 4.487(con  nued on page 9)



SUPERINTENDENT’S NEWS

A crucial factor in that ongoing success is community 
support and this summer, that support ma� ers 
more than ever. Two school-related proposals will 
appear on the August ballot.

The fi rst is our operaঞ ng millage renewal. The 
State of Michigan requires each school district 
to collect 18 mills on non-homestead properঞ es 
(principal residences are exempt). This proposal 
asks voters to authorize 21 mills on non-
homestead properঞ es. The addiঞ onal mills serve as 
a buff er against potenঞ al state-mandated Headlee 
rollbacks, ensuring the district can always collect 
the full 18 mills needed to receive our complete 
per-pupil foundaঞ on allowance. If approved, the 
authorizaঞ on would conঞ nue through 2036.

The second proposal would allow Lowell Area 
Schools to conঞ nue its sinking fund. Think of a 
sinking fund as a dedicated savings account for 
school buildings and property. Money collected 
goes into a restricted account used exclusively for 
capital projects like major building repairs, safety 
and security improvements, technology upgrades, 
and student transportaঞ on vehicles. It cannot be 
used for salaries, operaঞ ng expenses, or day-to-
day costs.

Work funded by the current sinking fund is 

already underway across the district this summer, 
including replacement of aging domesঞ c water 
lines at Bushnell Elementary, a new roof at Murray 
Lake Elementary, and updated seaঞ ng, fl ooring, and 
upper-level handrail safety improvements at the 
Lowell Performing Arts Center.

The district’s other major construcঞ on project this 
summer is the ongoing renovaঞ on of Cherry Creek 
Elementary. Locker rooms and temporary classrooms 
will be completed this season, with fourth and fi [ h 
grade students scheduled to move into their new 
spaces in January. The full renovaঞ on is expected to 
be complete in August 2028.

We hope everyone enjoys a wonderful summer. 
There is plenty of work ahead as we prepare to 
welcome students back on August 25 for the start of 
the 2026-27 school year.

As the seasons turn to summer, Lowell Area Schools is celebraঞ ng another excellent year. The 2025-26 
school year was marked by real, measurable achievement — LAS students conঞ nue to outperform state 
and county averages on state assessments, and that success extends well beyond the classroom. From 
the arts to FFA to athleঞ cs, our students showed up and excelled.

Nate Fowler
Superintendent

Some things don’t reঞ re like the kindness you 
modeled, the paঞ ence you extended, and the 
belief you had in kids who needed someone in 

their corner. That stays. 

Chrisঞ ne Beachler
Phil Beachler
Nancy Breuker
Laura Holmes
Rick Kinsley
Diane Masters
Cathy NoX  e
Deb Schuitema

The impact you’ve made here doesn’t reঞ re with 
you. It stays in these halls, in this community, and 

in the students whose lives are be� er because you 
showed up. Thank you, and enjoy every moment 

of what’s next.

Thank you!

Cindy Smith
Laurie Summerfi eld
Margaret Touri
Craig Veldman
Theresa Wasciuk
Denise Washburn
Karen Woodhead
Teresa Wooley



ALTO ELEMENTARY NEWS

The hallways of Alto Elementary felt a li� le quieter recently as fi [ h 
graders laced up their shoes and headed down the road for a very 
important fi eld trip: a tour of Lowell Middle School.

Students had the chance to walk the halls, see the classrooms, and 
meet some of the staff  who will be part of their lives starঞ ng this fall. 
For many students, stepping into a new building can feel like a big 
unknown. That is exactly why this visit ma� ers. When students can 
put faces to names, fi nd the gym, locate the cafeteria, and get a feel 
for what a typical day might look like, middle school stops feeling like 
a mystery and starts feeling like a place they belong.

Transiঞ ons like this one are important. Research consistently shows 
that students who feel connected and prepared as they move into 
a new school are more confi dent, more engaged, and more likely to 
thrive. 

FIFTH GRADERS TAKE A FIRST LOOK AT LOWELL MIDDLE SCHOOL

What was life like for the families who fi rst se� led the banks of the 
Flat River and built the community we now call Lowell? For second 
graders across Lowell Area Schools, that quesঞ on doesn’t just get 
answered with a textbook. It gets answered with their own two 
hands.

Grandma’s Trunk is a hands-on program brought to LAS classrooms 
each year by the Lowell Area Historical Museum. Through arঞ facts, 
acঞ viঞ es, and interacঞ ve exploraঞ on, second graders step back in 
ঞ me to discover how Lowell’s earliest pioneers lived, worked, and 
dressed as they carved a community out of the Michigan wilderness.

Students get to touch, examine, and experience pieces of history 
that connect directly to the ground beneath their feet, the same land 
where Lowell’s founding families planted roots, raised barns, and built 
a town that sঞ ll thrives today. It is the kind of learning that sঞ cks. When 
students can hold history in their hands, it stops being something that 
happened a long ঞ me ago to people far away. It becomes their story.

GRANDMA’S TRUNK BRINGS PIONEER LIFE TO SECOND GRADERS

Th e be st  ch apte rs are st il l unwritt  en.



BUSHNELL NEWS

On April 22, students at Lowell Area Schools stepped outside to do 
something simple and meaningful. Armed with bags and a sense of 
purpose, they walked the school grounds picking up li� er and doing their 
part to leave things a li� le be� er than they found them.

A[ er the cleanup, students traded their trash bags for scavenger hunt lists 
and headed back outside to explore the natural world around them. It was 
the kind of learning that doesn’t happen at a desk.

Taking ঞ me to teach students about environmental stewardship ma� ers. 
When kids understand that their choices have an impact, whether it is 
where they toss a wrapper or how they treat the ground beneath their 
feet, they begin to see themselves as caretakers of something bigger 
than themselves. That sense of responsibility doesn’t stay on the school 
grounds. It goes home with them, grows with them, and shapes the kind of 
people they become.

Caring for the environment is not a one-day lesson. But Earth Day is a great 
reminder that small acঞ ons add up, and that the habits we build in young 
people today will shape the world they inherit tomorrow.

EVERY DAY SHOULD LOOK LIKE EARTH DAY

BUSHNELL TAKES ON LANSING: A DAY AT IMPRESSIONS 5
Learning looked a li� le diff erent for Bushnell Elementary students recently. 
Instead of desks and textbooks, the classroom was a four-story science 
museum in the heart of Lansing.

The enঞ re Bushnell school community made the trip to Impressions 5 
Science Museum, where students had the chance to explore, experiment, 
and discover in ways that simply cannot be replicated inside four walls. 
From hands-on exhibits that bring scienঞ fi c concepts to life to interacঞ ve 
displays that invite students to touch, build, and problem-solve, Impressions 
5 is the kind of place that makes curiosity feel like a superpower.

Field trips like this one ma� er more than they might appear on the surface. 
Research consistently shows that experienঞ al learning, the kind where 
students are acঞ ve parঞ cipants rather than passive observers, deepens 
understanding and sparks a love of learning that sঞ cks long a[ er the bus 
ride home. When a child physically experiences how something works, 
they are far more likely to remember it, connect it to what they are learning 
in the classroom, and ask the next quesঞ on.

Bushnell students returned to school not just with new knowledge, but 
with a li� le more wonder. And wonder is where great learning begins.



CHERRY CREEK NEWS

A FAMILIAR FACE STEPS INTO A NEW ROLE AT CHERRY CREEK 
We are proud to announce that Peter Lang has been selected as the next Principal of Cherry 
Creek Elementary, beginning with the 2026-27 school year. For the Cherry Creek community, 
this is not an introducঞ on. It is a homecoming.

Peter is wrapping up his 14th year in the building, a tenure that speaks for itself. He spent 12 
of those years in the third grade classroom, building relaঞ onships with students and families 
and earning a reputaঞ on as an educator who leads with both heart and high expectaঞ ons. 
Two years ago, he stepped into the Coordinator of Student Support role, broadening his reach 
across the building and deepening his understanding of what Cherry Creek students and staff  
need to thrive.

That combinaঞ on of classroom experience, community trust, and whole-school perspecঞ ve 
made Peter a clear choice following a thorough search and interview process.

“Peter has given so much to Cherry Creek over the past 14 years, and we are thrilled to 
welcome him into this new chapter of leadership. His deep roots in this community, his 
commitment to students, and his vision for what Cherry Creek can become make him exactly 
the right person for this role. We are excited to see what is ahead,” said Superintendent Nate 
Fowler.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE: PROGRESS YOU CAN HEAR COMING

One of the fi rst milestones of this renovaঞ on 
project arrived right on schedule. The music 
hallway was completed before the fi nal bell rang 
this spring, a meaningful moment for a building 
that has long valued the role of music in the lives 
of its students. A well-designed, dedicated space 
for music educaঞ on is more than an upgrade. 
It signals to students that what they create 
and perform ma� ers, and that their school is 
invested in giving them the environment to do 
it well.

Now, with students home for the summer, the 

SETTING SAIL FOR SCIENCE: FOURTH 
GRADERS HIT THE WATER AT GVSU
Fourth graders traded their classrooms for the open water, boarding the Grand Valley 
State University research vessel for a hands-on science experience unlike anything a 
textbook can off er. Students observed aquaঞ c ecosystems up close and engaged in 
real scienঞ fi c inquiry, the kind that professionals use every day, connecঞ ng what they 
learn in the classroom to the remarkable freshwater world right in their own backyard. 
When students get to do science rather than just read about it, curiosity takes root in a 
way that lasts well beyond the school day. It was a great day on the water and an even 
be� er day for learning.

next and most signifi cant phase of construcঞ on 
is underway. Classroom construcঞ on began 
as soon as the school year wrapped in June, 
and the pace of progress this summer will be 
substanঞ al. The crews are on site and the work 
is moving forward.

It is easy to see a construcঞ on zone and think 
of dust and detours. But what is rising at 
Cherry Creek this summer is something worth 
geম  ng excited about. Every wall framed and 
every classroom taking shape represents an 
investment in the students who will fi ll those 

spaces for years to come.

Updated faciliঞ es, though� ully designed 
learning environments, and modern classrooms 
make a genuine diff erence in how students 
learn, how teachers teach, and how the enঞ re 
school community feels when they walk through 
the door each morning.

Cherry Creek’s best days are being built right 
now, one classroom at a ঞ me. The Lowell Area 
Schools community has every reason to be 
excited about what is coming.



CURIOSITY CORNER NEWS
THE FIRST STEP MATTERS: PRESCHOOL 
SETS THE STAGE FOR EVERYTHING

We’re now accepঞ ng enrollment for the 
upcoming school year and have several 
wonderful opportuniঞ es available:

Li� le Explorers Class
Perfect for our youngest learners who turn 
3 years old by March 2027.

Cost: $68 per month. There is a 5% 
discount for siblings or dual enrollment

Program dates and ঞ mes: Fridays from 
9:15-11:35 a.m.
This gentle introducঞ on to preschool 
focuses on exploraঞ on, socializaঞ on, and 
foundaঞ onal learning skills

3s Classes
Designed for children ready for more 
structured learning experiences.

Cost: $162 per month (not po� y 
trained rate is $182 each month unঞ l 
they are fully trained). There is a 5% 
discount for siblings or dual enrollment

Program Dates/Times:
M/W AM: 8:50 - 11:50 a.m.
T/TH AM: 8:50 - 11:50 a.m.
T/TH PM: 12:30 - 3:30 a.m.

2026-27 REGISTRATION

Mulঞ ple schedule opঞ ons available to fi t your 
family’s needs.

4s Classes
Comprehensive kindergarten preparaঞ on 
program with various opঞ ons available.

Check out our website for detailed 
informaঞ on about all 4s class off erings and 
schedules: lowellschools.com/preschool/

It takes a big he art to  
shape  litt  le  minds .

Preschool is far more than fi nger painঞ ng and storyঞ me, though those things ma� er too. It 
is where children fi rst learn how to be students. How to listen, take turns, follow direcঞ on, 
ask quesঞ ons, and navigate a world beyond their front door. The social and emoঞ onal skills 
built in those early years form the foundaঞ on everything else is built on.

The science of early childhood development makes one thing plain. Children who a� end 
quality preschool programs arrive at kindergarten be� er prepared academically, socially, 
and emoঞ onally than those who do not. They recognize le� ers and numbers, understand 
classroom rouঞ nes, and perhaps most importantly, they arrive already knowing that school 
is a place where they belong.

The early years of brain development are unlike any other window in a child’s life. The 
connecঞ ons formed between birth and age fi ve shape how children learn, communicate, 
and problem-solve for years to come. Invesঞ ng in those years is not just good for individual 
students. It is one of the most powerful things a community can do for its future.

We are proud to off er preschool programming that gives our youngest learners the strong, 
confi dent start they deserve. The students who walk into our kindergarten classrooms 
each fall are walking in on the shoulders of everything they experienced in those early 
years.



MURRAY LAKE NEWS

MARKET DAY RAISES NEARLY $2,000 FOR LOCAL CAUSES
Students and their families worked hard to design, create, and 
market original products for the event, and the creaঞ vity on display 
was impressive. Shoppers browsed a wide variety of student-made 
items, and the Murray Lake community showed up in a big way to 
support them.

When the fi nal totals were tallied, students had raised $1,974.66. 
Nearly $2,000 generated enঞ rely by the creaঞ vity, eff ort, and 
entrepreneurship of third graders and the families who supported 
them every step of the way.

That money will be divided equally between two organizaঞ ons 
that mean a great deal to the Lowell community. Pink Arrow Pride 
(pinkarrowpride.org) has raised millions of dollars over the years 
to support local families facing cancer, and Kids Food Basket 
(kidsfoodbasket.org) works to ensure that children in West Michigan 
never go to bed hungry.

Thank you to every family who helped bring a product to life, every 
student who pitched their idea with pride, and every shopper who 
showed up to support them. Market Day is one of those school 
experiences that teaches lessons no worksheet can.

School nurse Delynn Wright brought an engaging, hands-on 
lesson to students that made the invisible visible. Students 
explored what germs are, where they hide, and how easily they 
travel from person to person throughout an ordinary day. They 
also learned the basics of proper hand-washing, not just the 
when, but the how, and why technique ma� ers as much as 
habit.

The highlight was a special glow-in-the-dark loঞ on designed to 
simulate germs on the skin. Students applied the loঞ on, then 
held their hands under a blacklight to see exactly where the 
“germs” were hiding. The results were eye-opening. Even hands 
that looked perfectly clean lit up under the light, revealing just 
how easy it is to carry and spread germs without ever knowing 
it.

Then came the real test. Students washed their hands using the 
techniques Delynn had taught them and checked their results 
under the blacklight again. Seeing the diff erence with their own 
eyes made the lesson land in a way that a poster on the wall 
simply cannot.

Students can now carry these habits with them with new 
understanding, into the lunchroom, onto the bus, and home to 
their families. 

SHEDDING LIGHT ON GERMS



LOWELL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

SPEECH, OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY BLEND DURING CLASS

While Dorian Vidinlic added melted chocolate to a bowl, speech language pathologist Lauren 
Browning leaned over to ask Autumn Gordon for help. 

“We are missing one of the ingredients. We need to fi nd out which one it is,” Browning said.

Autumn looked at the chocolate pie recipe on the table in front of her and read through the list. 

“Cool Whip!” she declared, and hurried to the refrigerator to retrieve 
it. She and Dorian, both seventh-graders, added two containers to the 
mix, bringing them one step closer to a smooth and creamy pie.
The hour-long cooking session off ered students in the Lowell Middle 
School cogniঞ vely impaired classroom a chance to mix more than 
ingredients. They pracঞ ced speech and motor skills — communicaঞ ng 
and collaboraঞ ng, while learning cooking basics: chopping, measuring 
and assembling pie ingredients into crusts and cupcake pans. 

Every student helps. Eighth-grader Luke Wi� enbach, who has limited 
mobility, pushed a large bu� on that powered a blender students used 
to mix their ingredients. His smile broadened as it whirred.

The pie-making session demonstrated how a new iniঞ aঞ ve combining 
speech therapy and occupaঞ onal therapy works. Led by Browning and 
occupaঞ onal therapist Aubrie Hanisko, the SPOT Group provides acঞ viঞ es for students to work on 
speech and motor skills simultaneously. The duo focuses on components of their specialized therapies 
during the weekly class. Browning targets speech and communicaঞ on, and Hanisko works with students 
on motor skills.

“(Hanisko) has the ability to target li� le things that I would never think of, and same for me. We kind 
of bounce off  each other. Especially from a life skills perspecঞ ve, having both of our skill sets is really important for what we are working on,” 
Browning said.

Along with cooking, SPOT sessions focus on job and technology skills as well as self-care and 
wellness. Students have used voice-to-text and assisted technology tools to write thank-you 
notes and have taken part in a guided stretch class to pracঞ ce breathing techniques. 
“The goal is to teach them life skills, job skills, social skills, and prepare them for life outside 
of school and a[ er school,” Hanisko said.

Students also work through tasks they might fi nd diffi  cult. They pracঞ ce knife safety, pouring 
and measuring, and opening containers and packaging.

“We are really trying to be as hands-off  as possible and have them problem solve and work 
through any tasks they might fi nd frustraঞ ng,” Hanisko said. 

For Browning, a main focus is on larger language skills: problem solving, asking for help, being 
able to tell the steps to a recipe. Voice-to-text typing helps them on computers, and learning 
to access websites helps them fi nd informaঞ on and search for jobs. Future plans are to start 
a mock store, where they can pracঞ ce being an employee and customer.

Originally appeared in School News Network. Edited for space.

“Th e go al  is  to  te ach  the m lif e skil ls, jo b skil ls, social  skil ls, and prepare the m 
for  lif e ou tside of  sch oo l and afte  r sch oo l.”
       - occ upational  the rapis t Aubrie Hanis ko



LOWELL HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

LEARNING TO DRIVE (CONT.)

HAIR-RAISING SCIENCE IN PHYSICS 
CLASS
Staঞ c electricity was in the air, literally, in Kristen Mooney and Gabby Cree’s physics class 
recently as students got hands-on with a Van de Graaff  generator, a machine that builds up a 
massive staঞ c electric charge on a metal dome. When someone touches it safely, that charge 
transfers to their body, and the results are impossible to miss. Hair stands straight up, and the 
room fi lls with the kind of laughter that only happens when science surprises you.

But there is more going on than a great photo opportunity. The Van de Graaff  generator is 
one of the most eff ecঞ ve tools in a physics classroom because it makes abstract concepts 
impossible to ignore. Electrostaঞ cs, electric charge, voltage, and discharge are concepts that 
can be diffi  cult to grasp on paper. 

Before a single graduate crossed that stage, the path 
was already being prepared with care.

Students in the transiঞ on skills class at Lowell High 
School spent ঞ me before commencement picking 
up trash around the stadium and chalking words of 
encouragement along the route graduates would walk 
down the hill. No spotlight. No fanfare. Just students 
showing up for their school and for each other.

Those chalk messages and clean grounds did not go 
unnoঞ ced. For graduates making that walk, surrounded 
by words of encouragement wri� en by their peers, the 
moment carried a li� le more meaning. That is the quiet 
power of a small, well-ঞ med gesture.

Service. Kindness. Community. These are not just words 
on a wall. They are values that show up in how we treat 
the people around us, and the transiঞ on skills students 
at Lowell High School modeled all three beauঞ fully on 
one of the biggest days of the school year.

This is what it looks like when we take care of each other. 

WRITTEN IN CHALK
Then there is the ma� er of authenঞ city. An automaঞ c transmission is 
programmed for effi  ciency. It shi[ s early, keeps things quiet, and smooths 
everything out. But a manual lets you hold a gear. It lets you push the RPMs a 
li� le higher on a steep hill or a sharp curve. You feel the engine in your bones. 
There will be ঞ mes when the world tells you to play it safe, to shi[  up and coast. 
My hope is that you have the courage to hold the gear, to push your limits and 
make your own decisions, even when they’re loud, even when they’re hard, 
even when they aren’t the most effi  cient path forward.

Here’s the catch: when you drive a manual, you will stall. You’ll be at a stoplight, 
probably with people watching, and you’ll dump the clutch. The car will jerk, 
every light on the dashboard will come on, and the engine will die. You’ll feel the 
heat creep into your cheeks as the car behind you lays on the horn.

But that moment of humility is one of the most authenঞ c things you can 
experience. Failure means you are engaged. It means you are learning your 
limits. It is far be� er to stall out while trying to move forward than to spend 
your life idling in park because you were afraid to try.

Class of 2026, as you pull out of this parking lot tonight, you are entering a 
world that wants to put you on autopilot, to make your connecঞ ons digital and 
your decisions automaঞ c. Resist it. Understand the machinery of the world. 
Master the three-pedal dance. Take the measured risk of the fricঞ on zone. And 
when you stall, and you will, push the clutch back in, turn the key, and fi nd your 
gear again.

The ride is a lot be� er when you’re the one doing the shi[ ing.

Three LHS student leaders a� ended the 2026 
Armed Forces Thanksgiving in Grand Rapids. 
The day included hands-on ঞ me with military 
equipment, visits with GRFD and GRPD, a tour 
of the Gerald R. Ford Presidenঞ al Museum, 
a military fl yover, and a luncheon at the 
JW Marrio�  featuring Navy SEAL and Lone 
Survivor author Marcus Lu� rell.

STUDENTS HONOR 
MILITARY SERVICE



UNITY HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

A LESSON BETWEEN THE LINES: MAINTENANCE STAFF 
TURNS A DECORATING PROJECT INTO A CLASSROOM 
MOMENT
Not every great lesson happens in a classroom, and not every 
great teacher holds a teaching cerঞ fi cate.

What started as a simple decoraঞ ng project recently turned 
into a hands-on learning opportunity thanks to the Lowell 
Area Schools maintenance and grounds staff . When students 
needed help geম  ng things up on cinderblock walls, our crew 
did not just step in and get the job done. They paused their 
busy day and invited students to learn alongside them.

Under their guidance, students got a real-world introducঞ on 
to working with cinderblock walls, pracঞ cing measuring and 
aligning placement, drilling into concrete, and properly installing 
concrete screws. Skills that most students have never had a 
reason to try, taught by the people who use them every single 
day to keep our buildings running.

This kind of teaching is pracঞ cal, it is purposeful, and it comes 
with the credibility of someone who genuinely knows their 
cra[ . Our maintenance and grounds team takes pride in the 
work they do, and on this day, they took equal pride in passing a li� le of that knowledge on.

At Lowell Area Schools, we believe learning shows up in all kinds of places and in all kinds of people. We are grateful for a team that sees a 
decoraঞ ng project and thinks, this could be a teaching moment. That kind of insঞ nct makes our schools be� er every day.

There is no single way to learn, and there is no single 
kind of student. Unity High School exists because of 
that truth.

The students in this photo are doing something that 
takes real courage: showing up, doing the work, and 
building a future on their own terms. Unity gives them 
the environment to make that possible, with smaller 
class sizes, fl exible scheduling, individualized learning 
plans, and the kind of personal a� enঞ on that makes 
students feel seen rather than sorted.

For some students, a tradiঞ onal classroom is exactly the 
right fi t. For others, it is not, and that is not a failure. 
It is simply informaঞ on. Unity takes that informaঞ on 
and builds something be� er around it, an educaঞ onal 
experience designed around the student rather than the 
other way around.

The results speak for themselves. Students who once 
struggled to fi nd their fooঞ ng are discovering their 
strengths, building confi dence, and moving toward 
futures that are genuinely their own.

UNITY HIGH SCHOOL: EVERY STUDENT HAS A PATH



THE CLASS OF 2026
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SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Jarre�  Vernon Smith 4.521
Thomas James Judge 4.487
Anika Kari Huhn 4.467
Claire Elizabeth Weeks 4.462
Audrey Claire Latchaw 4.424
Cody Michael Foss 4.388
Brennen Robert Nelson 4.386
Griffi  n James Ponchaud 4.376
Cooper Patrick Byrne 4.374
Brady Patrick Smith 4.373
Claire Ann Allen 4.370
Kyle David Stauff er 4.346
Mason James Saylor 4.333
McGuire James Carpenter 4.273
Oliver Dean Sobie 4.249
Alison Rose Smith 4.220
Madilyn Miah Parker 4.218
Natalie Marie Saylor 4.212
Annalise Rose Clark 4.212
Faith Rose Chipman 4.206
Jack Aaron Hughes 4.182
Morgan Jasper Diekevers 4.182
Andrea Adrianne Plantz 4.179
Kalin Kane Williams 4.176
Morgan Mary Saylor 4.170
Lily Lynn Sandborn 4.158
Abigail Ruth Rice 4.138
Rylee Jean Foster 4.133
Jose Rogerio Garcia IV 4.097
Elliot Patrick Albert 4.097
Sophie Edna Liley 4.094
Claire Irene Block 4.085
Madelyn Kaye Miller 4.056
Ethan Daniel Doezema 4.036
Jacob Dale Johnson 4.036
Alysse Maile Harper 4.020
Paige Ryan Wilcox 4.019
Ana Jean Fritzsche 4.013
Abigail Faith Tuuri 4.006
Brooke Verona Shellenbarger 4.006
Drew William Beers 4.006
Avery Marie Krieger 4.000
James Victor Jannenga 4.000
Connor Lee Rapson 3.982
Ainsley Anderson Ray 3.970
Molly Johanna Lincolnhol 3.969
Harmon James Esch 3.952
Jozelyn June Stroud 3.950

Ava Delilah Rae Sanchez 3.933
Rowan Keith Eldred 3.927
Madilyn Marli Dexter 3.917
Sydney Echo Luxford 3.885
Graham Aaron Bailey 3.885
Jenna Joy Niemeyer 3.885

Jordan Elizabeth Velzen 3.868
Brynn Elizabeth-Leigh Chapman 3.861
Grace Olivia Valle 3.855
Emilyn Marie Davidson 3.848
Kenton Russell Kolp 3.842
Brooklyn Melia Wobma 3.842
Ruby Lynn German 3.836
Grace Anne Brower 3.830
Isabella Dean Cramer 3.830
Frances Joy Eddy 3.824
Julie Jean Kinsey 3.818
Elijah John Wilcox 3.818
Kaitlin Grace Heম  nga 3.806
Evelyn Marie Deur 3.805
Christopher David Crawford 3.800
Lorelei Henna Fonner 3.800
Micah Robert McDonald 3.784
Kylie Marie Joyce 3.782
Bryce Aran Mervau 3.782
Nicholas Edward Parcheta 3.782
Ayla Mac Charon 3.778
Paige Elizabeth Swanson 3.770
Izabella Chrisঞ ne Blanchard 3.762
Emerson Arie Vriesman 3.758
Mia Lauree Kinney 3.756
Madison Lynn Pethers 3.749
Rylie Jean Barriger 3.748
Suri Alysse Darling 3.745
Ava Grace McCormick 3.745

Gabrielle Chrisঞ ne Stodola 3.739 
Ellio�  Michael Kemp 3.721
Olivia Alice Blood 3.717
Hannah Christeen Minier 3.721
Max William Davidson 3.697
Aliya Faith Kyes 3.694
Sophie Lee Richmond 3.691
Leah Katherine Schwinkendorf 3.691
Evan Nicholas Berrington 3.661
Brayden George Smith 3.655
Calli Jo Roম  er 3.654
Brooke Marie Riemer 3.648
Ellie�  Grace Be� s 3.646
Emmalee Hope Bonn 3.630
Elyse Hope Veldman 3.630
Brayden Isaiah Hekman 3.588
Veronica Izabel Tapia 3.624
Mason Eric Rose 3.621
Rylan Jeff ery Bartnick 3.606
Delani Michele Ostrander 3.601
Ian Douglas Anchors 3.593
Corrie Lynn Sakowski 3.591
Lily Grace Collins 3.564
Amaya Sue Jackson 3.564
Nathen William Raison 3.564
Emily Jeanne Swint 3.564
Mileah Jean Ismail 3.546

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

CUM LAUDE

Sayer Patrick Raden 3.545
Mayah Jeong Schuch 3.539
Madison Lee Wellman 3.529
Callan James Richardson 3.527
Lyn Rebecca Melby 3.509
Owen Reed Perkins 3.500
Gracen Jewel Simmons 3.497

THE CLASS OF 2026 HONORS



SUMMER HAPPENINGS

Arrow Readers on the Move is a FREE summer reading 
program, sponsored by Lowell Area Schools. Students 
in grades PreK-5 may read books from home, check 

out library books from KDL or our school libraries, and 
complete a reading log to earn prizes!

Tuesdays
June 23 & 30

July 6, 13 & 20

Lowell Middle School Library | 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
KDL Alto Branch 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Wednesdays
June 24

July 1, 8, 15 & 22

Murray Lake Elementary Library | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
KDL Lowell Branch 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Summer Wonder is happening now and ends August 7. This year, we 
will take you on a Summer Wonder journey of reading, learning and 
experiencing!

The challenge is designed for mulঞ ple learning styles to keep families 
engaged and inspired. KDL is excited to bring you a spectacular summer 
of outdoor discovery, scavenger hunts, reading, STEAM acঞ viঞ es and 
lots of fun for everyone.

OPEN TO ALL AGES GROUPS!

GET STARTED

On Paper | Stop in to any KDL branch to pick up tracking logs or 
download and print it yourself (PDF) at kdl.org/summer.

Online | Login to Beanstack and register for Summer Wonder. Record 
your acঞ viঞ es in Beanstack from June 1 thru August 7. Beanstack helps 
you track acঞ viঞ es for mulঞ ple people. Simply install the app or login to 
kdl.beanstack.org/reader365.

FIREWORKS
SATURDAY, JULY 11, AT 10:15 P.M.

Viewing locaঞ ons:
Stoney Lakeside Park, Bowes Road or Recreaঞ on Park on Hudson Street 

along the banks of the Grand River.

The Lowell Showboat Sizzlin’ Summer Concerts off ers free, live music in the 
heart of downtown Lowell. The concert series runs Thursday evenings at 7 
p.m. through August 13 in front of the Lowell Showboat VI. 

Visit lowellarts.org/music-concerts/sizzlin-summer-concerts for details.



COMMUNITY CORNER



Lowell Area Schools
300 High Street
Lowell, Michigan 49331

WE VALUE TRUSTWORTHINESS, RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, FAIRNESS, CARING, CITIZENSHIP.

LEARNERS TODAY.
LEADERS TOMORROW.
RED ARROWS FOR LIFE.

CENTRAL 
ADMINISTRATION

Nate Fowler
Superintendent

Sonia Hodge
Chief Financial Offi  cer

Dus  n Cichocki
Director of Human Resources

Stephen Gough
Director of Teaching and Instrucঞ on

Dana Champion-Wigfi eld
Director of Special Educaঞ on

BOARD OF 
EDUCATION

Brian Krajewski
President

Laurie Kuna
Vice President

Jennifer Dougherty
Treasurer

Pat Nugent
Secretary

Jared Blough
Trustee

Jessica Cur  s
Trustee

Annie Whitlock
Trustee

2026/27 CALENDAR
August 10
All Buildings Open for the
2026-27 School Year

August 18 and 19
LHS Returning Student Orientaঞ on
9 a.m. 12 p.m. and 1 - 3 p.m.

August 18
LMS Smart Start
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

September 14 - 18
Pink Arrow XIX Week

August 24
Alto Elementary
Meet the Teacher | 5 - 6:30 p.m.

Cherry Creek Elementary
Meet the Teacher | TBD

Murray Lake Elementary
Meet the Teacher | 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

August 20
Freshman Orientaঞ on (A-K)
9 - 10:30 a.m.

Freshman Orientaঞ on (L-Z)
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Bushnell Elementary
Meet the Teacher | TBD

August 28
No School For Students
Staff  Professional Development Day

September 4 and 7
Labor Day Holiday
No School For Students or Staff 


