
NEWS FROM LOWELL AREA SCHOOLS

NEW CHAPTER BEGINS: CHERRY CREEK RENOVATION BRINGS 
MODERN LEARNING TO LIFE
The transformaঞ on of Cherry Creek 
Elementary is offi  cially underway, 
marking an exciঞ ng new chapter 
for the building that has served our 
community since the 1970s.

Thanks to the bond proposal 
approved by voters in May 
2024, Cherry Creek is receiving 
a comprehensive $29.9 million 
renovaঞ on designed to create 
modern learning spaces that be� er 
serve our elementary students. The 
building, originally constructed as 
a middle school, has housed our 
second through fi [ h graders for 
three decades—and while our staff  
and students have made it work 
beauঞ fully, it’s ঞ me for a space that 
truly fi ts their needs.

The renovaঞ on will open up the 
building to create common areas, 
collaboraঞ ve learning spaces, and new classrooms fi lled with natural daylight. The goal is to give Cherry Creek an elementary 
school feel that supports how our youngest learners grow and thrive.

Construcঞ on kicked off  this fall, with bids for major work submi� ed in August. While the project is a mulঞ -year undertaking, 
the district is commi� ed to minimizing disrupঞ on to learning. Students and staff  have already shown incredible fl exibility and 
resilience as the work gets underway.

“Our students and staff  have been incredible as construcঞ on gets underway,” said Cherry Creek Principal Craig Veldman. 
“While we loved what we’ve been able to accomplish in this building over the years, we’re thrilled to fi nally have a space 
designed specifi cally for elementary learners. The new collaboraঞ ve areas and bright, modern classrooms will make a real 
diff erence in how our students learn and grow together.”

Superintendent Nate Fowler echoed that senঞ ment. “This renovaঞ on represents our community’s investment in the future of 
educaঞ on in Lowell. Cherry Creek has served us well for decades, but it’s ঞ me to give our students and teachers the learning 
environment they deserve. We’re grateful to our voters for their support and to our Cherry Creek families for their paঞ ence 
as we transform this building into a true elementary school.”

The renovaঞ on is part of a broader $104 million bond package that includes improvements across the district — all without 
raising the current tax rate. It’s a testament to the Lowell community’s ongoing commitment to providing excellent educaঞ onal 
faciliঞ es for generaঞ ons to come. We’ll conঞ nue to share updates on the Cherry Creek project as construcঞ on progresses. 
Thank you to our students, staff , and families for your partnership during this exciঞ ng ঞ me of growth.

LEARNERS TODAY. LEADERS TOMORROW. RED ARROWS FOR LIFE.
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SUPERINTENDENT’S NEWS

But another important factor in our success is 
our fantasঞ c volunteers. Thank you to everyone 
who supports LAS students, teachers, and 
programs that give our kids opportuniঞ es to 
thrive. Your contribuঞ ons, both big and small, 
ensure that our students and teachers enjoy a 
rich and successful school experience.

One group of volunteers whose dedicaঞ on and 
generosity has had a posiঞ ve impact on student 
learning is the Lowell Educaঞ on Foundaঞ on. 
Each year, these commi� ed community 
members support classroom innovaঞ on through 
teacher grants ranging from $1,000 to $5,000. 
These grants encourage our educators to 
dream big and bring their creaঞ ve ideas to life, 
enhancing student learning in meaningful ways. 
It’s this kind of investment in our teachers that 
helps keep educaঞ on exciঞ ng and relevant for 
our students.

Last year’s grants included the hammock 
garden and outdoor classroom at Murray Lake 
Elementary. This year, through the LEF’s own 
fundraising eff orts and a generous grant from 
the Lowell Area Community Fund, the LEF 
awarded 19 grants totaling over $28,000. Some 
of this year’s projects include:

• A mobile STEM lab for Cherry Creek 
Elementary while the building undergoes a 
mulঞ year renovaঞ on project

• Lab equipment for high school science students 
to pracঞ ce skills they’ll need in science-based 
careers

• Tools for math students to work collaboraঞ vely 
to solve problems

Thank you to the Lowell Educaঞ on Foundaঞ on 
board members and donors, and thank you to the 
teachers who submi� ed grant applicaঞ ons. Your 
work fuels the curiosity and creaঞ vity our students 
need as part of their educaঞ onal experience.

Here’s to a 2026 fi lled with conঞ nued growth, 
exciঞ ng discoveries in our classrooms, and 
meaningful connecঞ ons between our students, 
staff , and community. 

I o[ en use this newsle� er to highlight the academic success we’ve come to expect at Lowell 
Area Schools. Thanks to our students, teachers, and families, LAS conঞ nues to perform 
above state and county averages.

Nate Fowler
Superintendent

Registra  on for the 2026-27 school year 
opens February 18, 2026. The district 
welcomes new families and is commi  ed to 
providing students with the knowledge and 
life skills needed for lifelong learning.

Parents can begin the enrollment process by 
selec  ng their child’s grade level online. For 
kindergarten enrollment, children must be 5 
years old by September 1. Families outside 
the district should refer to the Schools of 
Choice page for enrollment guidelines.

To register or learn more about the enrollment 
process, visit lowellschools.com/Our-District/
Enrollment. Our Enrollment Specialist is 
available to help at 616.987.2890 or olr@
lowellschools.com.

Now Welcoming the 
Class of 2039!



ALTO NEWS

Third graders got a front-row seat to weather science when WZZM 13’s 
Chief Meteorologist Samantha Jacques visited their classroom.

Jacques walked students through the world of meteorology, explaining 
what meteorologists do and how they track and predict weather pa� erns. 
She covered everything from the science behind thunderstorms to how 
weather forecasts help keep our communiঞ es safe and informed.

For many students, it was their fi rst glimpse into how the weather 
reports they see on TV are created. Jacques made complex concepts 
accessible, sparking curiosity about the science happening in the skies 
above us every day.

The visit connected directly to what students have been learning in 
their science curriculum, giving them a chance to see how classroom 
lessons translate into real careers. It’s the kind of hands-on experience 
that helps students understand why what they’re learning ma� ers and 
where it might take them in the future.

Special visitors like Jacques remind our students that the skills they’re 
building today—curiosity, criঞ cal thinking, and scienঞ fi c reasoning—are 
the same skills professionals use in their everyday work. Who knows? 
Today’s weather lesson might just inspire tomorrow’s meteorologist.

Third Graders Learn Weather Science From 
WZZM 13’s Chief Meteorologist

Sarah Happie’s kindergarten class visited Heidi’s Farmstand Friday for 
pumpkin picking and a hayride, but the real learning happened when 
they brought their pumpkins back to the classroom. Students put their 
observaঞ on skills to work by measuring and comparing pumpkin sizes, 
categorizing them by colors and shapes, and conducঞ ng sink-or-fl oat 
experiments to see what happens when pumpkins meet water. They 
also planned their carving designs to take home, combining creaঞ vity 
with their scienঞ fi c observaঞ ons. The simple act of picking a pumpkin 
became an opportunity to connect science, math, language arts, and art 
in ways that worksheets never could. Students pracঞ ced measurement 
and comparison skills, used descripঞ ve language to talk about their 
pumpkins, applied the scienঞ fi c method through experimentaঞ on, and 
exercised creaঞ ve thinking through design.

Magna Mirrors and American Legion have 
generously partnered to donate dicঞ onaries to all 
3rd grade students at Alto Elementary.

While digital tools are valuable, there’s something 
special about having a personal dicঞ onary. 
These books help students build strong research 
skills, learn to navigate reference materials 
independently, and develop confi dence in their 
learning. A physical dicঞ onary off ers distracঞ on-
free learning, works anywhere without needing 
devices or internet, and becomes a personalized 
tool that students can mark up and make their 
own throughout their academic journey.

Pumpkins + Science = Kindergarten 
Learning in Acঞ on

3rd Graders Receive 
Dicঞ onaries Thanks to 
Community Partners



BUSHNELL NEWS
Stop, Drop, and Learn: First Graders Master Fire Safety

Bushnell Elementary students had an incredible hands-on learning experience last fall with fi re prevenঞ on educaঞ on and a 
visit of the smoke house thanks to the Lowell Fire Department.

Walking through the smoke house gave students real-world pracঞ ce in a safe, controlled environment. They learned how to 
stay low and crawl under smoke, feel doors before opening them, fi nd their way out when visibility is limited, and stay calm in 
an emergency. Reading about fi re safety is one thing, but experiencing what smoke-fi lled condiঞ ons actually feel like makes 
the lessons sঞ ck. Our students now have the confi dence and skills they need to react safely if they ever face a real emergency.

First graders in Sarah Moff at-Amrein’s class explored the life cycles of trees 
by creaঞ ng a visual display outside their classroom using real leaves.

The project helped students understand how trees change throughout 
the year, why leaves fall annually, and the science behind autumn’s color 
transformaঞ on. Rather than just reading about these processes in textbooks, 
students collected leaves, observed their colors and shapes, and arranged 
them on a poster to demonstrate what they’d learned.

Understanding tree life cycles introduces young students to important 
scienঞ fi c concepts like seasonal change, plant biology, and environmental 
pa� erns. When fi rst graders can see, touch, and arrange actual leaves, 
abstract concepts become concrete and memorable.

1st Graders Learn Tree Life Cycles 
Though Hands-On Project

Students had the opportunity to shop at the onsite farmer’s 
market, selecঞ ng fresh Michigan-grown fruits and vegetables to 
take home to their families - completely FREE! 

This iniঞ aঞ ve is part of Michigan’s 10¢ Grant Program, made 
possible through the partnership between LAS Food Service 
Director Brad Sঞ nson and Chartwells. Every piece of produce 
comes straight from Michigan farms, supporঞ ng our local 
agriculture while ensuring our students and families have access 
to fresh, nutriঞ ous food.

Farm Fresh and Free: Students Shop Local at Farmer’s Market



CHERRY CREEK NEWS

Fi[ h grade students transformed abstract math formulas into miniature haunted mansions last fall, proving that volume 
calculaঞ ons are a lot more fun when they involve cobwebs and creepy details.

A[ er compleঞ ng their math unit on volume, students worked in teams of three to design and build haunted houses using 
rectangular prisms with a combined volume between 800 and 1,500 cubic units. Each team member took on a specifi c role—
designer, engineer, or builder—mirroring how real-world projects require collaboraঞ on and clear responsibiliঞ es.

The week-long project followed a structured process. Teams fi rst created plans for their haunted houses, then calculated the 
dimensions and total volume of each prism they would use. Once their math checked out, students traced and cut out prism 
nets—the fl at pa� erns that fold into three-dimensional shapes—and constructed their structures. The fi nal phase unleashed 
creaঞ vity as teams added spooky decoraঞ ons to transform mathemaঞ cal models into their haunted houses.

The hands-on approach helped students connect abstract formulas to something they could actually see, touch, and build. 
Instead of just working problems on paper, they had to apply volume calculaঞ ons to create physical structures—complete with 
ghostly details and haunted charm. When one secঞ on didn’t fi t or the total volume came up short, teams had to recalculate 
and problem-solve on the spot. Math became less about geম  ng the right answer on a worksheet and more about using their 
own creaঞ ve choices.

Spooky Math: Haunted Houses Put Volume To the Test

Cherry Creek Elementary’s student leadership team visited Steelcase 
to help select furniture for the school’s upcoming renovaঞ on, 
giving students a voice in shaping the spaces where they’ll learn. 
They explored diff erent seaঞ ng and workspace opঞ ons, tesঞ ng out 
furniture and providing input on selecঞ ons for the new learning 
environments; experiencing fi rsthand how diff erent seaঞ ng heights, 
table confi guraঞ ons, and workspace designs aff ect comfort, 
collaboraঞ on, and focus.

Involving students in these decisions ma� ers. They’re the ones who 
will use these spaces daily, and they understand what helps them learn 
best. A chair that looks modern to adults might be uncomfortable 
for a student working on a long project. A table height that seems 
standard might not accommodate group work eff ecঞ vely. Students 
noঞ ce these details because they live with them.

Leadership opportuniঞ es like this go beyond selecঞ ng furniture. They 
teach young people how to evaluate opঞ ons, arঞ culate preferences 
with reasoning, and parঞ cipate construcঞ vely in decision-making 
processes—skills they’ll use throughout their lives.

You May Be Seated: Students Take Their Turn At The Design Table



CURIOSITY CORNER NEWS

Bundle Up for Brain Power: 
Winter Outdoor Play 
Boosts Child Development

Opening Doors to Learning: Curiosity 
Corner Preschool Now Enrolling
2026҃27 ENROLLMENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 18, 2026

A child’s fi rst steps into 
educaঞ on are perhaps 
their most important, 
and Curiosity Corner 
Preschool is ready to 
guide your li� le one on 
this exciঞ ng journey. 
With enrollment opening   
Monday, February 9 for 
current families and Wednesday, 
February 18, 2026, for new families, 
this is your opportunity to secure 
your child’s spot in a program 
that goes beyond tradiঞ onal early 
educaঞ on.

At Curiosity Corner, every day 
brings new discoveries in a 
nurturing environment designed 
to help young minds fl ourish. 
Children learn the art of friendship, 
moving from parallel play to 
meaningful social connecঞ ons, 
while building the self-confi dence 
they’ll carry throughout their 
lives. The classroom becomes a 
world of possibility where sharing, 
cooperaঞ on, and perseverance are 
woven into daily acঞ viঞ es, guided 
by experienced educators who 
model these essenঞ al life skills.

What sets Curiosity Corner apart 
is its holisঞ c approach to early 
childhood development. Teachers 
create engaging programs that 

support each child’s 
emoঞ onal, social, 

physical, and mental 
growth, laying a 
foundaঞ on for lifelong 
learning. Through 

consistent, fair, and 
secure rouঞ nes, children 

develop crucial skills in self-
management and emoঞ onal 

regulaঞ on. Learning here isn’t just 
about following direcঞ ons – it’s 
about inspiring enthusiasm and 
curiosity that will last a lifeঞ me.

The preschool environment off ers 
unique opportuniঞ es for children 
to develop respect – not just for 
others and their belongings, but 
for their environment as well. As 
children work together on projects 
and acঞ viঞ es, they naturally 
develop teamwork skills that will 
serve them well throughout their 
academic journey and beyond. 
These early lessons in cooperaঞ on 
and social awareness become the 
building blocks for future success.

Ready to start your child’s 
educaঞ onal adventure? Contact 
Kathy Burch at 616.987.2570 
to learn more about enrollment 
opportuniঞ es and how Curiosity 
Corner Preschool can help shape 
your child’s bright future.

Don’t let the cold weather keep your 
children indoors! Winter outdoor play 
off ers unique benefi ts that can’t be 
replicated inside. As children crunch 
through snow, climb snow hills, and 
experience the crisp winter air, they’re 
developing crucial gross motor skills 
and building stronger muscles. 

The white winter landscape creates 
new opportuniঞ es for creaঞ ve play and 
scienঞ fi c discovery – from observing 
animal tracks to watching their breath 
create “fog” in the cold air. Winter play 
also strengthens the immune system 
and provides essenঞ al vitamin D 
from natural sunlight, even on cloudy 
days. Plus, acঞ ve outdoor play in cold 
weather burns extra energy as the 
body works to stay warm, leading to 
be� er sleep pa� erns and improved 
focus during indoor acঞ viঞ es. 

When children dress appropriately 
for the weather, their winter outdoor 
adventures become valuable learning 
experiences that contribute to both 
physical and cogniঞ ve development.

Presch oo l is n’t ju st  preparation for  
kinderga rte n—it ’s whe re ch il dren dev elop the  
social , emotional , and cogn it ive skil ls that for m 
the  fou ndation for  al l future le arning. Qual it y 

early education gi ves ch il dren the  to ol s the y ne ed 
to  succ ee d, not ju st  in sch oo l, but in lif e.



MURRAY LAKE NEWS

Students explored energy transfer by designing and building Rube Goldberg 
machines—creaঞ ve contrapঞ ons where energy moves through a series of 
acঞ ons to complete a simple task.

Working in teams, students planned, tested, and refi ned their machines while 
experimenঞ ng with diff erent materials and observing how energy changed 
forms—from potenঞ al to kineঞ c—to create chain reacঞ ons.

The project gave students a hands-on way to see abstract physics concepts 
in acঞ on. Energy transfer stops being a textbook defi niঞ on when you watch a 
marble roll down a ramp, knock over a domino, and trigger the next acঞ on in 
your carefully designed sequence.

When one part of the chain reacঞ on failed, teams had to troubleshoot and try 
again. They learned that engineering is about tesঞ ng, observing results, and 
making improvements.

Their teacher Stuart Kohl’s approach demonstrates that when students can 
build and refi ne their own creaঞ ons, they engage with science in ways that 
lectures and worksheets can’t replicate.

4th Graders Engineer Energy: Rube 
Goldberg Machines Demonstrate Physics

First Graders Express Emoঞ ons Inspired by Edvard Munch
First grade students at Murray Lake Elementary studied Edvard Munch’s famous 
painঞ ng “The Scream” and explored how emoঞ ons can be expressed through 
art.

Art teacher Lori Coff man guided students through creaঞ ng their own works 
inspired by Munch’s emoঞ onal intensity. Students created backgrounds by 
dragging paint across paper with cardboard to create dramaঞ c, swirling eff ects, 
then made self-portraits expressing diff erent feelings and emoঞ ons.

Using colored pencil sঞ cks, students added a pier to their painঞ ngs, cut out their 
self-portraits, and glued them onto the pier to complete their artwork.

Second Graders Create Waves Inspired by Hokusai
Second grade students learned about Japanese arঞ st Katsushika Hokusai and 
his iconic print “The Great Wave of Kanagawa.” Coff man discussed how arঞ sts 
o[ en incorporate what they know and love into their work—Hokusai almost 
always included Mount Fuji in his pieces.

Students created their own wave drawings and painঞ ngs using watercolors, then 
added their own creaঞ ve touches. Some made parodies of the original work by 
adding Godzilla or aliens to their art. Most included Mount Fuji in the distance 
as an homage to Hokusai.

Big Emoঞ ons, Bold Art



MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Drew Struckmeyer’s 7th grade students brought ancient literature off  the 
page by reenacঞ ng the epic ba� le between Achilles and Hector from 
Homer’s The Iliad.

The hands-on approach gave students a tangible connecঞ on to Ancient 
Greece and helped them understand why these stories have endured for 
thousands of years. Rather than simply reading about legendary warriors, 
students experienced the drama, tension, and human emoঞ ons that 
make classical literature compelling.

When students physically act out historical or literary events, the material 
becomes memorable in ways that tradiঞ onal reading and discussion 
alone cannot achieve. They’re not just memorizing plot points—they’re 
inhabiঞ ng characters, understanding moঞ vaঞ ons, and grasping the 
stakes that drive the narraঞ ve.

By stepping into the sandals of these characters, students discovered 
why people have been capঞ vated by this story for generaঞ ons.

7th Graders Bring The Iliad To Life

Learning doesn’t have to happen at a desk, and Julie Breen’s 6th-
grade math students are proving it. She allows students to tackle math 
problems in various posiঞ ons and locaঞ ons throughout the room like 
standing at counters, siম  ng on the fl oor, or fi nding other comfortable 
spots that suit their learning style.

Research supports this approach. Changing posiঞ ons and postures 
during learning acঞ vates diff erent parts of the brain, improving focus, 
creaঞ vity, and retenঞ on. When students have agency over their 
physical environment, they’re o[ en more engaged with the material 
itself.

The fl exible setup acknowledges that not all students learn best in the 
same way. Some concentrate be� er while standing, others prefer the 
fl oor, and movement between work areas can help maintain a� enঞ on 
during problem-solving sessions.

Math In Moঞ on: 6th Graders Ditch Desks For Be� er Learning

Eighth-grade drama students from 1st hour 
and 5th hour performed in the “Silly Showcase,” 
demonstraঞ ng the performance skills they’ve 
been developing in class with Andrea Struckmeyer. 
The unit focused on helping students learn how to 
move with purpose on stage and build confi dence 
in performance—skills that extend far beyond 
theater. Whether students pursue performing 
arts or not, the ability to present themselves 
confi dently in front of an audience serves them in 
everything from classroom presentaঞ ons to future 
job interviews. Stage movement isn’t just about 
memorizing blocking; it’s about understanding 
how physical presence communicates meaning, 
how to command a� enঞ on, and how to work 
collaboraঞ vely in a shared space. The showcases 
gave students a low-stakes opportunity to apply 
what they’d learned while entertaining their 
audience. 

5th Grade Drama Class
Debuts “The Silly Showcase”



HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

Lowell High School AP Staঞ sঞ cs students got a glimpse into 
their potenঞ al futures at Grand Valley State University’s 
Stats and Industry Day. Mike Lincolnhol’s class explored the 
expanding world of careers in staঞ sঞ cs and data science—fi elds 
transforming nearly every industry.

Students discovered how staঞ sঞ cians and data scienঞ sts work 
across diverse sectors: healthcare organizaঞ ons using predicঞ ve 
models to improve paঞ ent outcomes, sports teams analyzing 
performance data, environmental researchers tracking climate 
pa� erns, and businesses uncovering insights in massive datasets. 
In today’s data-driven economy, these professionals are essenঞ al 
problem-solvers helping organizaঞ ons make smarter decisions 
and predict trends.

The event provided concrete examples of how classroom 
concepts translate into real careers. The hypothesis tesঞ ng, 
regression analysis, and data visualizaঞ on students are learning 
aren’t just exam topics—they’re tools pharmaceuঞ cal companies 
use to test drug eff ecঞ veness, tech companies use to improve 
products, and markeঞ ng teams use to understand consumer 
behavior.

LHS Students Explore Staঞ sঞ cs Careers at GVSU

Students got a fi rsthand look at modern 
manufacturing during a visit to Bradford White 
as part of Discover Manufacturing Week in 
West Michigan. an annual iniঞ aঞ ve where 
local manufacturers open their doors to the 
community, off ering facility tours and events 
that showcase what today’s manufacturing 
industry actually looks like.

The visit gave students direct exposure to 
advanced manufacturing operaঞ ons, skilled 
trades, and career opportuniঞ es they may 
not have previously considered. Modern 
manufacturing involves sophisঞ cated 
technology, complex problem-solving, and 
well-paying careers with strong job security 
and advancement opportuniঞ es.

Skills Meet Opportunity 
At Bradford White

Our ag biology students raised chickens to compete in 
the FFA Broiler contest, gaining experience beyond the 
classroom. The hands-on project involved daily animal 
care, agricultural prac  ces, and understanding food 
systems while developing responsibility and teamwork 
skills.



UNITY HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

Students marked Veterans Day by creaঞ ng 
handcra[ ed cards for Lowell Area Schools 
employees who served in the military.

Each card was personalized with a message of 
graঞ tude wri� en by students, recognizing the 
sacrifi ces made by those who served our country. 
The project gave students an opportunity to 
connect directly with veterans in their own 
school community and express their appreciaঞ on 
in a meaningful way.

The cards were distributed to LAS staff  members 
who are veterans, bringing Veterans Day recogniঞ on close to home. For students at Unity, the project was more than an 
assignment—it was a chance to acknowledge that the people who teach, support, and work alongside them every day have 
also served their country.

Students Honor Veterans With 
Hand-Cra[ ed Cards

Unity High School students received pracঞ cal instrucঞ on in table seম  ngs and 
dining eঞ que� e before the holiday season—life skills that will serve them well 
beyond the classroom.

The lesson covered proper table seম  ngs, appropriate dining behavior, and 
social eঞ que� e that students could apply during holiday gatherings with family 
and friends. While these skills might seem formal, they’re surprisingly pracঞ cal. 
Knowing which fork to use, how to navigate a place seম  ng, and how to conduct 
yourself at a meal builds confi dence in social and professional situaঞ ons.

Table eঞ que� e isn’t just about following rules—it’s about showing respect for 
others and feeling comfortable in various seম  ngs. Whether a� ending a family 
holiday dinner, a job interview over lunch, or a future work event, students who 
understand basic dining eঞ que� e can focus on conversaঞ on and connecঞ on 
rather than worrying about what to do.

The lesson represented the kind of real-world skill that doesn’t always fi t into 
tradiঞ onal academic schedules but makes a signifi cant diff erence in students’ 
lives. Unity’s focus on preparing students for life a[ er graduaঞ on includes 
teaching them how to navigate social situaঞ ons with confi dence and grace.

Seম  ng The Table For Success: Students 
Learn Eঞ que� e In Time For The HolidaysWe don’t ju st  off  er an 

al te rnative path—we ope n 
doo rs that le ad to  futures ou r 

st udents migh t ne ver have 
imagi ne d for  the mselves. 

Here, the y dis cov er that 
succ ess  is n’t one -size-

fi ts-al l, that the ir unique  
st rengths matt er, and that 
setbacks  don’t defi ne  the ir 

pote ntial . Our st udents le arn 
to  navi ga te  ch al le nge s, buil d 
on the ir ab il it ies, and ch art 
the ir own cou rse for ward. 

Th ey prov e that ev ery 
dream has  many rou te s, 

and sometimes the  roa d le ss  
travele d is  exactl y the  one 

that le ads  to  succ ess .
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WITTENBACH WEGE CENTER NEWS

WINTERFEST 2026
FEBRUARY 7 | 10 A.M. - 3 P.M.

Winter Fest is brought to you by the WWC and Lowell Community Wellness

Come OPT-OUTSIDE and have some healthy, winter fun! 

SNOWSHOEING
All day if snow permits! ($5/pair rental)

WINTER BIRD PROJECTS AND CRAFTS
(Indoor—Outdoor—Take-n-Make)

Back Yard Birding and Winter bird projects & cra[ s throughout the day. Make pine cone bird feeders, 
learn how make your own suet, paper & fabric birds, and prepare for the Great Backyard Bird Count!

TRAIL GAMES AND SCAVENGER HUNTS!

ARCHERY
A fun challenge at the WWC

BURLAP EMBROIDERY YARD ART

ICE CANDLE DEMONSTRATION
(weather permiম  ng)

HOT COCOA
$1/cup & Free Popcorn

Register and race anyঞ me the day of WinterFest. Snowshoe, ski, run, walk, hike or waggle!
You pick the pace and the place as long as it’s outside.

Full 5K or 1 mile Fun Waggle

Cost for 5K: $15/individual or $30/family (up to 4 people) and includes snowshoe rental.

Can’t make it to WinterFest? 
Email ccheers@lowellschools.com to sign up and we will send you your medal.

WINTER WAGGLE VIRTUAL 5K CHALLENGE

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE WWC AND LOWELL COMMUNITY WELLNESS



EDUCATION FOUNDATION NEWS

Your contribuঞ on to the Lowell Educaঞ on Foundaঞ on directly impacts students and 
teachers in our community right now. LEF fi lls the gaps between what school budgets 
can cover and what our classrooms actually need—funding everything from specialized 
learning materials to professional development that helps teachers stay current with 
best pracঞ ces.

But LEF does more than cover basics. Your donaঞ ons fund the extras that transform 
educaঞ on from adequate to excepঞ onal: hands-on science equipment that brings 
textbook concepts to life, literacy programs tailored to individual reading levels, 
technology that prepares students for modern careers, and enrichment acঞ viঞ es that 
spark new interests and abiliঞ es.

These aren’t luxuries—they’re the tools that help students discover their potenঞ al and 
develop skills they’ll use throughout their lives.

When you support LEF, you’re joining parents, alumni, local businesses, and community members who believe Lowell students 
deserve access to quality educaঞ onal experiences. Your investment stays local, benefi ts students you may know personally, 
and strengthens the schools that serve as anchors in our community.

Educaঞ on shapes everything else—workforce readiness, civic engagement, economic vitality, and community pride. By 
supporঞ ng LEF, you’re invesঞ ng in all of it.

Laura Judge’s kindergarten class at Bushnell Elementary now has 
a fully equipped “Vet Clinic” dramaঞ c play center, funded through a 
Lowell Educaঞ on Foundaঞ on grant. While it may look like playঞ me, 
imaginaঞ ve play is actually criঞ cal early learning.

The new center allows students to take on roles as veterinarians, 
recepঞ onists, and pet owners, creaঞ ng scenarios that require them to 
communicate, problem-solve, and work together. When kindergartners 
engage in dramaঞ c play, they’re pracঞ cing skills they’ll use throughout 
their educaঞ on—negoঞ aঞ ng roles, building vocabulary, pracঞ cing 
sequencing, and developing execuঞ ve funcঞ on skills like planning and 
self-regulaঞ on.

Studies consistently show that children who engage in high-quality 
imaginaঞ ve play demonstrate stronger language development, be� er 
social skills, and improved problem-solving abiliঞ es—competencies 
that directly correlate with later academic achievement.

The vet clinic also introduces students to career exploraঞ on. Many kindergartners have visited a vet with a family pet, making 
this a relatable real-world connecঞ on that helps them understand how diff erent jobs funcঞ on.

Dramaঞ c play centers require specifi c materials—stuff ed animals, medical tools, appointment books, and props—that 
typically fall outside standard classroom budgets. This is where LEF grants make a tangible diff erence, funding enrichment 
opportuniঞ es that enhance learning beyond worksheets and lectures.

LEF Grant Brings Vet Clinic to 
Kindergarten Classroom

Why Your Support Ma� ers      Scan To Donate!



SCHOOL NEWS NETWORK NEWS

School News Network reports on the 20 public school districts in Kent County, 
which enroll more than 90,000 students. Founded in 2013, we are an editorially 
independent news site funded by Kent ISD, local districts and community sponsors, 
and powered by an experienced team of reporters, editors and photojournalists. 
We specialize in covering classroom teaching and learning, analyzing the many 
issues that enhance or discourage student success, and highlighঞ ng the educaঞ on 
magic that happens each day in our public schools. Contact us: snn@kenঞ sd.org

It was 10 a.m. on a recent Saturday and the stage of the Lowell 
Performing Arts Center and its adjoining hallways and rooms 
were abuzz with rehearsals.

Actors, directors and crew for six freshly wri� en 10-minute plays 
had only held their scripts for a mere three hours, and showঞ me 
was at 7 p.m. 

“It was oddly inspiring to have to fi t that creaঞ ve process into 12 
hours, because a lot of ঞ mes everyone talks about how long it 
takes to write a play,” said junior Perseus Wale, who was headed 
home for a nap a[ er compleঞ ng his fi rst-ever script, ঞ tled “Love 
Island: Civil War Ediঞ on.”

Perseus and fi ve other fl edgling Lowell High School student 
playwrights  had worked from 7 p.m. Friday to 7 a.m. Saturday 
to cra[  original producঞ ons with just the following parameters: 
each had to include the line, “Who are you?” and each had to 
include a buoy as a prop.

‘This isn’t about perfecঞ on. It’s about being creaঞ ve, taking risks 
and working together.’

Chaos, Fun, Creaঞ vity
This is the fi rst year LHS produced a 24-hour theater event. A 
few LHS staff ers heard about the concept while visiঞ ng New York 
City last summer for the Broadway Teachers Workshop. 

The framework comes from The 24 Hour Plays, a program that is 
fully licensable and comes with a complete producঞ on handbook.

To prepare, Julia Crawford, LPAC director; and Amanita Fahrni, LPAC play and musical director, took several fall play students 
to East Grand Rapids High School’s 24-hour theatre producঞ on to see how the process works. 

All LHS students were welcome to parঞ cipate, and about 30 signed up this year. There were no audiঞ ons, and no prior theatre 
experience was required. Students simply ranked their preferred roles and were placed accordingly.

“The level of enthusiasm has exceeded our expectaঞ ons, and we’re excited to bring this new creaঞ ve tradiঞ on,” Crawford 
said. “My biggest hope is that students walk away feeling proud. This isn’t about perfecঞ on. It’s about being creaঞ ve, taking 
risks and working together. They get to try new roles, support one another and see an idea become a performance in a single 
day. 

“It might be a li� le chaoঞ c, but I’m also hoping it’s fun, and that it shows them that they’re capable of so much more than 
they realize.”

Six plays, 30 cast and crew, 24 hours to showঞ me



THIS AND THAT

Lowell Performing Arts Center
March 6, 7, 13 & 14 | 7 p.m.

March 8 | 2 p.m.

Tickets available online at 
lhstix.ludus.com

Chicago: Teen Edition is Kander & Ebb’s legendary, award-winning musical 
about fame, fortune, and acquittal. Set against the backdrop of  the roaring 
1920s, this bold, jazz-infused production explores ambition, justice, and the 
art of  performance itself. With its iconic music, sharp choreography, and larger-
than-life characters, Chicago remains as timely and relevant today as ever.

Don’t Get Caught Off  
Guard When Severe 
Weather Happens

Stay Informed. Stay Safe. Stay Connected.

When severe weather strikes, every minute 
counts. Make sure you’re the fi rst to know about 
school closings and delays at Lowell Area Schools.

Mul  ple Ways to Stay Updated
Social Media
• Facebook: Lowell Area Schools
• Instagram: @LowellAreaSchools

Local TV Sta  ons
• WOOD-TV (Channel 8)
• WZZM-TV (Channel 13)
• FOX17

Local Radio
Tune in to:
• WGRD 97.9 FM
• WBFX 101.3 FM
• WBCT 93.7 FM
• WLAV 96.9 FM
• WLHT 95.7 FM
• WOOD 1300 AM / 106.9 FM

Direct No  fi ca  ons
Get alerts sent straight to you! Log into your Infi nite 
Campus parent portal and set your preferences to 
receive noঞ fi caঞ ons via:
• Text message
• Phone call
• Email

Don’t wait to hear it through the grapevine. 
Set up your alerts today and have peace of 
mind all year long. For complete informaঞ on on 
our weather-related closing procedures, visit:
lowellschools.com/our-district/school-closings



COMMUNITY CORNER

Join the February 
Food Fight for Schools!

A Fun Compe   on That Feeds Our Community

Lowell Area Schools are teaming up for a friendly—
and fi erce—compeঞ ঞ on that makes a real 
diff erence for neighbors in need. The February 
Food Fight for Schools challenges students, staff , 
and families to rally together in support of Flat 
River Outreach Ministries.

The Goal
Collect $10,000 and 10,000 food items for FROM’s 
food pantry.

The Compeঞ ঞ on
It’s classroom vs. classroom! Each class earns 
points based on donaঞ ons collected, climbing 
through achievement levels as their totals grow. 
Classrooms that reach 500 points or more are 
entered to win one of two pizza parঞ es catered by 
BC Pizza. The top-scoring school receives special 
recogniঞ on and an award from the community.

How to Get Involved
• Shop for the Pantry: Purchase items directly 

from FROM’s Amazon wishlist
• Donate: Give fi nancially through your school’s 

designated link so your contribuঞ on counts 
toward your classroom’s score

• Share: Spread the word and encourage others 
to join the fi ght

Every donaঞ on—whether food items or dollars—
provides essenঞ al resources to families right here 
in Lowell.

For more informaঞ on and to donate, visit 
fromlowell.org/foodfi ghtschools.

Your Future Red Arrows Start Here
Mark your calendars! Kindergarten registraঞ on for the Class of 
2039 opens February 18, 2026. The future is here, and it starts with 
kindergarten!

Who Can Enroll? 
Children who will be 5 years old by September 1, 2026 are eligible for 
kindergarten.

What You’ll Need:
• Birth Cerঞ fi cate
• One Proof of Residency
• Immunizaঞ on Record

Important Dates: 
Complete all enrollment steps by April 12, 2026 to receive an invitaঞ on 
to Kindergarten Roundup:
• Alto Elementary: May 12, 2026
• Bushnell Elementary: May 14, 2026
• Murray Lake Elementary: May 11, 2026

Bonus: If you need hearing or vision screening for your incoming 
kindergartner, the Health Department will be at Bushnell Elementary 
on May 14, 2026.

Ready to Get Started?
Visit lowellschools.com/our-district/enrollment for more informaঞ on 
and to begin the process.

Note: Preschool registraঞ on (excluding GSRP) opens February 9, 
2026. Registraঞ on for grades 1-12 also opens February 18, 2026.

Welcome to the Lowell family! We can’t wait to meet our future graduates.
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2026 CALENDAR
February 12
Class 2030 Welcome Meeঞ ng
LPAC | 6 p.m.

March 6
End of 2nd Trimester
Half day students | Full day 

April 2-10
Spring Break | No School

February  16-17
Mid-Winter Break | No School

May 22
Half day students and staff 

May 23
Memorial Day Holiday
No school students and staff 

May 21
Class of 2026 Commencement
Red Arrow Stadium | 6 p.m.

June 3
End of 3rd Trimester
Last day of school
Half day students | Full day staff 

April 16
PSAT 9, PSAT, SAT Tesঞ ng
Lowell High School


