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LOWELL
AREA
SCHOOLS:
COMMUNITY 
FORUM

SEPTEMBER 2023



We lcom e !

Backg round  Inform ation

Bud g e t /  Fund ing

Re vie w Sche d ule

Sm all Group  Exe rc ise

Larg e  Group  Exe rc ise

Wrap  Up  /  Ne xt Ste ps

AGENDA



Nate Fowler - Distric t Supe rinte nd e nt

Sonia Hodge - Chie f Financ ia l Office r

Greg Pratt - Dire ctor of Fac ilitie s

Frank Stanek - Owe n Am e s Kim ball 

McKenna Bland - Towe rPinkste r

John Den Boer - Towe rPinkste r

Craig Janetzke - Towe rPinkste r
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THANK YOU, COMMUNITY!

2019 Bond Complete! 

Mid d le  School Re nova tion

Ne w Socce r /  Lacrosse  Com p le x

Softb a ll + Base b a ll Fie ld  Im p rove m e nts

Gym nastics  Sa fe ty Im p rove m e nts  a t  Unity HS

Kind e rg a rte n e xp ansion and  b uild ing  

re nova tions  a t  Alto ES

Eve ry school had  re nova tions  and  

im p rove m e nts



A lot of work has been accomplished 
in the previous bond, but there is 
more to do.

● LAS has be e n re sponsib le  ste wards of 
the  com m unity’s  tax dollars

● Ne e d  m ode rn safe  and  he althy 
e ducational space s

● This is  the  ne xt s te p  in an inte ntional 
p roce ss to p rovide  top  notch fac ilitie s  
for your child re n

picture of cherry creek classrooms



We conducted a comprehensive 
Facility Asse ssm e nt of Lowe ll’s  
school fac ilitie s  to ide ntify d istric t 
ne e ds
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CURRENT NEEDS + 
POTENTIAL PROJECTS

Alto Elementary $6.5 
m

● Re novation of old e r s tyle  c lassroom s. Site  
Im prove m e nts , Ne w canopy, Me chanical 
upg rad e s, re novate d  kitche n, ne w p layg round  
e quipm e nt, roof re p lace m e nt

Bushnell Elementary $6.7 
m

● Me chanical + e le c trica l re p lace m e nts, 
ne w c lassroom  finishe s, ne w e xte rior d oors. 
Roof e d g e  and  fasc ia  re pa irs, re purposing  old  
com pute r labs

Cherry Creek Elementary $28.8 m

● Major re novation of the  e ntire  school and  site



Murray Lake Elementary $1.4 m

● Ne w c lassroom  and  corrid or finishe s. Site  
d ra inag e , m e chanical upg rad e s

High School
$28.9 m

● Band / Orche stra / Choir room  re novations 
Com ple te  Me chanica l + e le c trica l 
re p lace m e nts , ne w c lassroom  and  corrid or 
finishe s, ne w e xte rior d oors. Ne w furniture , 
Com ple te  lig hting  re p lace m e nt, upg rad e d  
se curity a t c lassroom  d oors, s ite  
acce ssib ility and  sa fe ty im prove m e nts

CURRENT NEEDS + 
POTENTIAL PROJECTS



Unity High School/TOTS/Admin $5.6 m 

● Ne w c lassroom  and  corrid or finishe s, 
re p lace  m e chanica l, ne w e xte rior d oors and  
wind ows, re p lace  ce ilings and  lig hts , 
c lassroom  d oor se curity upg rad e s, re stroom  
re m od e l for ADA com pliance

Wittenbach Center
$129k

● Ne w flooring , re stroom  re novations, 
m e chanical upd a te s

Transportation revise 
value $1,014,086

● Re stroom  re nova tion for ADA com pliance , 

CURRENT NEEDS + 
POTENTIAL PROJECTS



High Athletics:
$3.7m

Re novations to  conce ssions s tand s and  p re ss  
box inc lud ing  ne w finishe s and  flooring , ne w 
d oors, and  lig hting . 

● Stad ium  irrig ation syste m  and  a  ne w 
track surface .

● Re novations to  te am  build ing  inc lud ing  
ne w d oors, re stroom  re m od e l, ne w 
m e chanical syste m s, and  inte rior finishe s.

CURRENT NEEDS + 
POTENTIAL PROJECTS

replace this with a pic 
of the stadium and the 
pinks seats



Alto Ele m e ntary $  

6 ,520 ,964

Bushne ll Ele m e ntary $  

6 ,780 ,261

Che rry Cre e k Ele m e ntary $  28,860 ,0006

Murray Lake  Ele m e ntary $  1,382,680

Hig h School $  

28,975,542

Unity Hig h School/ TOTS/ Ad m in $  5,592,101

Witte nbach Ce nte r $  

128,825

Transporta tion $  

CURRENT NEEDS + POTENTIAL PROJECT SUMMARY

revise 
number

Sinking Fund Projects
0.9766 mil pay as you go which generates $1.1m in 
one year

Funds parking lots, roof replacements, security 
improvements, and technology infrastructure.

Up for a renewal in 2026



HOW SCHOOLS ARE FINANCED

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkdHnRnu_lI


BOND FUNDING OPTIONS

Advocacy (Vote “Yes”)
Keeping bond below 

maximum gives more 

flexibility down the 

road to meet new 

needs that may arise 

Bond Funds Generated: $100 m
$130 m

Curre nt Millag e : 7.0  m ils
7.0  m ils

Millage Increase: 0.0 mils
0.0 mils

Total Millage:  7.0 mils
7.0 mils

e st. thru 2031 e st. thru 2036

Cost increase per household:  $0/yr
$0/yr

● Se nior c itize ns and  low incom e  house hold s can qua lify for a  p rope rty tax c re d it which can 
    



SERIES /  BUDGET /  FUNDING

Series 1 - 2024
$32,791,081

Cherry Creek Elementary
$28,860,006

High School Athletics
$  3,931,075

Series 2 - 2028
$32,432,324

High School and Freshman Center
$32,432,324

Series 3 - 2030
$22,533,292

Alto Elementary
$  6,520,964

Bushnell Elementary
$  6,780,261
Murray Lake Elementary
$  1,382,680
Unity High School/ECC/Admin $  

5,592,101
Witt b h C t

add technology



SCHEDULE

2023 2024

Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2

Stakeholder Input 
Sessions + Surveys

Pre-Bond 
Campaign

Department of Treasury 
Meeting

09-
18

10-
10

11-
07

12-
15

May 7, 2024
Election Day



SMALL GROUP EXERCISE

● Bre akout into  Groups of 3-4 

● Id e ntify what’s  im portant for the  

basic  ne e d s of the  d is tric t



1. Do you  a g re e  or d isa g re e  w it h  t he  p rop ose d  
re c om m e nd a t ions?

2. Wha t  d o  you  t h ink ou r s t u d e n t s  ne e d  t o  b e  su c c e ssfu l?

3. Wha t  a d d it iona l in form a t ion  d o  you  ne e d ? 

1. Do you  t h ink ou r c om m u nit y w ill su p p ort  t h is  p la n?

● 10 minute discussion
● Select a Spokesperson and a recorder



LARGE GROUP DISCUSSION

● Each Group  Re port Back on 

the ir Discussions 

● Confirm  Ne e d s for the  Distric t 



NEXT STEPS

● Re vie w /  Analyze  

Fe e d back  from  Tod ay 

● Community Forum #2:

Che rry Cre e k Cafe te ria ,

Octobe r 10  a t 6 :30pm

● Community Forum #3:

Mid d le  School Cafe te ria ,

Nove m be r 7 a t 6 :30pm
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